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Welcome to the Issue (number 8.)
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(pages 9 and 10) shows, archives have their fair share of ghostly tales and ghoulish myths. No
to be read alone, unless very brave! To settle your nerves, we also.hdlB | R arég8l& G Q &
round up of news, events and interviews; including what to do should you find a Rudyard

Kipling letter buried deep in your collection, and just how exactly is a 19th century Poor Law
Inspector causing such a stir on 21st century social networks?

Please continue to get in touch with your news and activities from across Scotland and, as
ever, thanks for reading.

Enjoy the Issue!

The Editorial 7i=an

www.scoarch.org.uk
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COVER IMAGE

Glasgow City Archives

Glasgow Bridge, also known as Jamaica (Street) Bridge.
Designed by the Scottish civil engineer Thomas Telford and opened on 1st January, 1836.

Links:

www.glasgowlife.org.uk/libraries/the -mitchell -library/archives
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THE NATI ONOS, CATALOGUE:

Report on SCAN -Scotland Online Project newravailable

As you might already be aware, SCAN Ltd. contributed funding for the Scottish Council on Archives to employ a consultant
1S F2NBINR GKS ySEG LKIFAS 2F GKS {O02(f | yRBrdadsHed(igste 7)INR 2
that the current phase of the project is being led by Caroline Williams, a Senior Research Fellow at the Universityoof Liverp
and an Independent Archival Consultant. Caroline has directed consultations, which included an online survey, and has no
produced a report with recommendations for the final phase of the SC2ddtland Online project.

The SCA is pleased to announce that the phase two report is now available. You can access and download the report
www.scoarch.org.uk/projects/scotlandonlineproject

If you have any queries about the SC3dbtland Online Project, please contact the SCA offigg@® scoarch.org.ulEurther
updates on the project will be posted on the SCA website in the coming months.
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BRINGING THE POOR INSPECTOR BACK TO LIFE

Experiments in Social Media at West Lothian Archives

lowed over time and has moments of sympathy, if not empa-
thy. We have enjoyed taking on his persona and seeing the
world through his eyes. It will almost certainly be with a sense
of loss that we say goodbye when the project finally ends.

So what effect has our experiment in social media had on our
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searchers fighting their way in to our search room to see the
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ever, raised our profile within West Lothian Council, the local
community and the heritage sector in general. Plus we now
have lots of ideas for how we can use social media in the fu-
ture to connect with new audiences. Perhaps the best out-
come has been raising of awareness of our poor law records.

The joy of presenting documents in this fashion is that not
only does it infuse the documents with personality and hu-
manity - after all archives are of the peoplebut it also in-
volves enjoying the challenge of sharing your work and mate-
rials in innovative ways to new groups of people all over the
world. In doing so, it might also make you, as it has for us
here, look at your collections in a new light.

by Emma Peattie and

Stephen Thomas

Emma updating the Twitter feed.

West Lothian Archives
As a small yet perfectly formed repository, here at West
Lothian Archives, we have to try and punch above our
weight. That is to say, when promoting the materials
stored here, we have to use slightly less traditional mean:
We decided to embrace a few of the many new ways ¢
putting oneself about via the various social media sites
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other words to post (or Tweet) entries of up to 140 charac
ters, add links to websites, blogs, pictures and more. '

Inspired by West Riding ARP (@QWR_ARP), a Twitter fe '
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records of the Poor Inspector for the Parish of West Calde
beginning in 1896. The Tweets are posted on the date
match the corresponding day in 1896, as though the goo
Inspector is sharing his daily case load. We also Tweet a
live from the monthly Parish Council meetings. At thes
meetings, final decisions were made on the cases broug
forward from previous weeks, including whether the claim
ant is offered the poorhouse or monetary relief. Thefs
Tweets are based on records of applications, the poor rossSgs
itself and the parish council minutes. In terms of the com
ments that the inspector makes, although we do use a ce
tain amount of artistic licence, these are firmly based o
the decisions made by the parish council.
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Many applicants ended up in the Linlithgow Combi-
nation Poorhouse. This image from the 1950s post-
|_dates the building's operation as a poorhouse.

There was much debate when the project started about
what sort of character our poor inspector would be. He
started off as a fairly hostile character, but he has me
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are also Tweeting the diary of Private Peter Jack of the Lanarkshire Yeomanry during the WWI campaign in Gallip
and Egypt.

www.twitter/Poorinspector www.twitter.com/PteJack




