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News Review from the

SCOTTISH COUNCIL ON ARCHIVES




Welcome to the Issue (number 7.)

The heating is back on in the SCA office and the evenings are gettingtdatkemn has officially ar-
rived, bringing with it the September/October round up of news, interviews and events from Scotland.

Summer came to a close in a flurry of activity as the annual Archives and Records Association Confer
Sy0S G221 LXIFOS Wy2NIiK 2F GKS 02NRSND Ay oSt dzi
dedicated to the conference, including an interview with the Chair of ARA Scotland Rachel Hosker,
commentary from Caroline Brown who headed up the Conference Committee, and an article by the
newly appointed President of the ARA, and consultant for the SCA, Caroline Williams.
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at www.scoarch.org.uk/projects/scotlandsarchivesmatterd read about the launch on page 9.

All this, plus tales of a dashing and courageous eighteenth century Naval Officer. Perfect reading for a
chilly autumnal afternoon.

Enjoy the Issue!

The Editorial Tear
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http://www.scoarch.org.uk/projects/scotlandsarchivesmatter

COVER IMAGE

Detail from treatise on the fishes [or birds], from the Hortus Sanitatis
(Mainz: Jacob Meydenbach, 1491).

University of Aberdeen Special Libraries and Archives
One of the earliest European medical texts, the Hortus Sanitatis, or 6 Gar den of He al
most important of the medieval herbals. These were popular, anonymously written books, con-

taining information on natural history, horticulture and medicinal remedies, including the pur-
ported medicinal value of various mineral substances.

Sections on animals and fish are reminiscent of a medieval bestiary, with fantastical images, for
example, of harpies and mermaids.

Links:

www.abdn.ac.uk/historic/Intro.shtml www.flickr.com/photos/scottisharchives
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CONSERVATION

the bench

Forget Hollywood and Russell Crowe,
the Real Master and Commander was a Scot

The National Records of Scotland (NRS) is a partner in the {
bition Admiral Cochrane: The Real Master and Commang
whichbrings together key documents and personal possessit
to tell the story of an extraordinary character. The exhibiti
will be held at the National Museum of Scotland in Edinbu
from 7 October 2011 until 19 February 2012.

Colleagues may know daster and Commandethe historical
y2 @St o0& t I GNRO1 h-RnovnRchayactefs
Captain Jack Aubrey and the naval surgeon Stephen Mat
This work of fiction was closely based on the historical feat
Admiral Thomas Cochrane, 1 &arl of Dundonald and*IMar-
qguess of Maranhao (17¥5360), a Scottish nobleman who wo
huge acclaim as a daring naval officer during the Napoled
Wars. Lord Cochrane later lost his reputation and position in
infamous financial scandal but he restored hizsme by suc-
cessfully commanding the naval forces of Chile, Brazil
Greece in their struggles for independence. He died a R
Navy Admiral.

NRS holds the personatchive of this controversial and com®
plexman as part of the Dundonald family paper&D 233 Pa-j
pers of the Cochrane family, Earls of Dundonald (Dundorg
muniments) 16541993. The NRS conservation departme
specifically Gloria Conti, Johana Langerova and Eva Moya,
been working with Museum curators to get the exhibition m
terial ready for display and presentation across both organi
tions.

Like most conservation work, the project is meticulous a
time consuming, but also enjoyable. The exhibition is also
opportunity for us to work with colleagues from other instit
tions and professions. It follows a progression from conditi
reports and object selection, to the constraints, aesthetics a
ethics of display, including mount making and, of course, al
the paperwork that underpins exhibitions of this nature. Not
mention the physical mechanics and pressures of installing.

The difficulties and challenges raised by such an undertalg
are, however, well worth it. The efforts of everyone involvee
are rewarded by the increased access and opening up of

by the juxtaposition with objects and pictorial artefacts. We ajg
SPSYy RAALI F@Ay3d f 2 Cmbvedver ChpR
tain Jack Sparrow!

For more information on the exhibition please vis
www.nms.ac.uk/cochrane

by Linda Ramsay

Head of Conservation, National Records of Scotland


http://www.nms.ac.uk/cochrane

Linda Ramsay was also one of the first speakers at
ARA ConfedNae
Want, Like o Preservation Activities in Archive and
larel cdncemed ghé 15 Pres-
ervation Assessment Surveys currently underway

this year 0s

Record Col

in Scotland...

Linda presenting at the conference

In direct response to the findings of
An Archival Account of Scotland
published in February 2000, the SCA
have been working with the British
Library Preservation Advisory Centre
(PAC) to fund fifteen Preservation
Assessment Surveys across Scotland.

Scotland does not have the network
of conservation studios that exist
south of the border, with only three

organisations outside of the Nation-
als incorporating professional con-
servation. The Preservation Advisory
Centre aims to enable people work-
ing with library and archive collec-
tions to take a longerm approach

to their use and promotes the bene-
fit of good preservation practice. The

mation is then translated int:
a report for each participatin
service. In broader terms, th
information is also fed into
national picture of the condi
tion of collections across th
UK.

Conservators were initiall
sceptical of the survey.

seemed too general to pro-
fessionals used to setting out very
specific objectives to prioritise re-
sults and identify types of treatment.
However, PAS can offer the following
range of benefits: to support internal
and external funding requests; to
support project planning; to identify,

promote and praise ongoing activi-

Preservation Assessment Survey Tool ties; to request and justify additional

is a statistically robust, independent,

and nationally accepted model. The preservation issues; to focus conser-
assessment looks at access, use, ac-

commodation, condition and usabil-
ity. Following training, guidance and
assistance with sampling 400 items
of any given collection, the informa-
tion gathered from each survey is
entered into a database. This infor-

staffing; to raise the importance of

vation activity; for staff development
and to recognise where responsibil-
ity lies.

For us at NRS conservation, it has

also enabled the opening up of a
dialogue between conservators and

To date the SCA have awarded 15 surveys; Edinburgh City;
University of Dundee; Aberdeen City; Stirling; Scottish Bor-
ders; Moray; Lanarkshire; Midlothian; Falkirk; Western Isles;
East Lothian; East Renfrewshire; Shetland; Glasgow City;
West Lothian. Some are still in progress.

To find out more information visit
www.scoarch.orqg.uk/projects/

preservationassessmentsurveys
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archivists. We have seen other col-
lections and realise the challenges
and dilemmas are the same. It also
allows direct reengagement with
your collectionsg the reason most
people want to be archivists or con-
servators is because they are inter-
ested in the collections! On site
surveying has also led to interesting
discoveries within collections that
are not easy to locate using existing
catalogues. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, it forges bonds and develops
meaningful contacts. In our case,
this has included joint projects with
Perth and Kinross Council, Tasglann
nan Eilean Siar (Hebridean Ar-
chives), Historic Scotland, Dundee
City Archives and Edinburgh City
Archives. Working together builds
on improved understanding and
maintains and supports profession-
alism in challenging times

A key outcome of the surveys will
be the production of an independ-
ent national profile. This will serve
as a valuable lobbying tool for the
SCA and the Keeper of the Records
of Scotland to advocate for the

LINBAaSNDIFGA2y ySSRa

collections.

Linda Ramsay
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INTERVIEW
Rachel Hosker

Chair of ARA Scotland
Archive Manager for the Scottish Borders Council

Tell us a little about yourself.

LQY G(KS | NOKAGAAG F2N) G4KS {O20d0AaK . :
working in this sector because of the opportunities to provide people with sto-
ries and information that makes a difference to them. | also teach a Scottish

CrYAf@ YR [20Ff 1 Aa0G2NE Y2Rdz S F2NJ @
ber of advisory bodies for archives and records.

¢tKAad Y2yGKQa . NRIFIRAKSS{ KFa F F20dz
Conference. As the Chair of ARA Scotland can you tell us about your role and
responsibilities?

LGQAa 3ANBFG Fdzy o0SAy3I /KFEANI 2F ! w! {02
AYy@2t SR Ay ¢6KFG Aa 3JI2Ay3a 2y Ay GKS a
Chair. This year | was able to be part of the conference organising committee
and we were delighted it took place in Edinburgh. However we are looking for a
new Chair so please get in touch if you want to find out more!

Did you enjoy the Conference? Apart from the spectacular, and potentially life
threatening, displays of ceilidh dancing at the dinner, did you have any other
highlights?

| came away so inspired and with lots of ideas. | was scribbling furiously creating
idea bubbles at the side of my notes. It really was a fantastic conference. De-
spite the doom and gloom we hear about in economic terms, we heard little of
that and more about positive creative ways to work together, state your case
and make a difference. The human face of archives was discussed a lot as was
the importance of communication and storytelling. There were many practical
examples provided for inspiration that looked at both advocacy to those who
make the decisions and outreach tools and techniques to capture audiences.

The dancing was spectacular indegdalthough | think our colleagues from
CN}yOS a4K2gSR dza | GKAYy3 2N g2 al &

,2dz2NJ WRIF @ 220Q Aa G(GKS ! NOKA @& whathgsk 3 SN
the Heritage Hub at Hawick been up to recently?

wSOSyidte 6SQ@S 06SSy O2yOSyidN)YidAy3 2y
G2NJAYy3a 6AGK 2dzNJ O2f f SI 3dzSa Ay L¢ G2
done our first GLOW meet with a school and created some templates to allow
us to interact with schools through GLOW and not have to do something new
SHSNE GAYSO® 2850@pS taz2 o6SSy GF{1Ay3a A
and have had offers of political papers and papers of a former provost. We are
also working with and talking to our colleagues in some of the large Border his-
toric houses so we can consider joint initiatives. We hope to host another family
and local history workshop in the autumn as well.

What originally sparked your interest in archives?

It was the detective aspect of uncovering stories a
sharing them that sparked my interest. | original

JARA

CONFERENCE 2011



INTERVIEW

studied History and Medieval Studies which included art, music, and development of language as part of the course. Some
these aspects, rather than kings, queens and wars, made me want to investigate and find out more than what was in a tex
book. My first stint of work experience when | was 14 was in an archive!

Have you any specific career highlights so far?

LGiQ&a | RAFFAOdA G 2yS +a L 3ISG SEOAGSR lFozdzi | 234 28F (K
genuine is definitely up there. A simple afternoon spent recently helping one of our researchers uncover the story bf a smal
sick house and how it was used. It all started from a mystery about where it wamenknew much more than that. It
brought it home the fun and the mysteries still to be uncovered and solved. | also think the Shaw Report has also leen a hig
light in that it focused us to look at records we had that could help people trace what they experienced in the past. eWe hav
had reunions of family and friends through research done in the archives. We recently helpeebeotiedf and sister who

last saw each other as children get back in togthat was just a lovely moment.

What do you feel are the main challenges currently faced by the sector?

hyS YIF22NJ OKIftSy3asS Aa (GKS OKIFy3IAay3a LIOS FyYyR ylFddaNBE 27F
and professions were put in. We have to be more open and engage with compnunigrchives, heritage groups and organi-
alFdAz2ya t221Ay3 FFAIGSNI I NOKAGSE 6K2 62y Qi NBfAYIldzA aKsel KSY
K2 YlIe& y20i GKAY]l INOKA@AaGa OFy KStL) gAGK (GKSANI gs#eN] | 2
J3dzZt NRAY3 KSNAGEFEASSES yR I NOKAGAAGA |yR OdzNI 2NBR | NS hg2 f 2
wider records sphere is with digital records and information management. IT professionals are managing in many cases th
creation, lifeuse and deletion of digital resources under the umbrella term of information management. We have to engage
with them or good practice in managing digital records could no longer be seen as something a records manager has to inflt
ence and advise on. Keeping pace with all of these issues is a challenge!

If money was no object...

LOQR Ay@Sad Ay I OFGFt23dzAiy3 I NOKAGA&AGET || NBO2NRa ath#aINB ¢
YR GKSYy dzaS 20KSNJ Y2y Seé FT2NJ YI1Ay3a G4KS | NOKAGDSE I @l At} ¢
YR ! NOKA@SaQ (G2 KFE@Ay3a | LG 2F Y2ySe G2 (NI} yaLRNI &ao0K

included animation.

Describe archives in three words.

Memory. People. Stories.

The Heritage Hub at Hawick
© Keith Hunter 2011
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ADVOCATING FOR ARCHIVES AND RECORDS

Commentary by Caroline Brown, Conference Committee Chair

CONFERENCE 2011 and Deputy Archivist at the University of Dundee

With over three hundred delegates, defining relevant performance indica- The CPD workshop focused on ARA's
including representatives from as far tors for the sector, ARMS aims to role in providing continuing professional
afield as China and the USA (not toserve as a tool to assist in the imple-development for its members. Much of
mention the Highlands and Islands of mentation of the Public Records the discussion focussed on how to en-
Scotland!), the 2011 Archives and Re-(Scotland) Act, 2011t was encourag- courage members to continue with CPD
cords Association and the International ing to see real interest and engage-after registration, and whether some
Council on Archives Conference hasment with ARMS from international kind of higher registration or even a
been declared the most successful in colleagues who were there, and it's compulsory element was feasible. ARA
years and the best attended in a dec- great that Scotland is taking the leadis very keen to provide its members
ade. on something as important as this. Towith opportunities for CPD but it wants
. : . find out more about ARMS visit the to do so in as effective a way as possi-
In addition to tpe Wlde variety of speak- SCA website.at: f o & able erefore, having the opportuni
SNE LINBaSyiGAy3d 2y wRWDPSSLE, nma dksvysPes e, having he opb “IL
Wi RG20FGAYI F2NJ | ND Kkwssoarchlord. idprojedtd 2 Nﬁtsoﬁo Sggzzi;nev\l';?:;rer‘::gg Jszﬂj’:’c;n;j
thg Imgact of the Profession in the?l ,quAaIitvframework ) oguctive y
/'Sy udNE Q2 ¢ KdzNR R | eAIsol' sTu%jw%a'éll ggszca{tish I'tall'ent Was

conference provided delegates with . .
. . o Kay Foubister who gave an entertain-
something a little bit different. As well . . )
ing presentation on films of Scotland

as opportunmes to network at the In- held by the Scottish Screen Archive
formation Marketplace, conference : .
1950s fashion tips for women pro-

attendees could choose from a series of o
voked hilarity and some amazement,

workshops. Th wer ign . S ) . .
Orkshops. ese were desig .Ed N and it was fascinating to hear about You can find out further information on
promote discussion and to provide a . . ; .
A the technical aspects of film conserva-the 2011 conference, including speaker
greater focus on current projects than . : ) . .
. . . tion and preservation. Other work- abstracts and biographies, Information
was possible in the main conference . S oS
. o shops looked at educational activities Marketplace exhibitors and the confer-
sessions. Irene O'Brien and Gerry Slater, . L . o
. ) . for children, working in partnerships ence workshops, by visiting:
provided an introduction to the Ar- - . .
. on digital projects, International Coun-
chives and Records Management Qual- _. . . T
. cil on Archives projects and Continuing
ity Improvement Framework (ARMS) . :
. Professional Development (CPD) for www.archives.org.uk/araconference/
which has been developed by the Scot-

tish Council on Archivesn addition to the sector. ihe-ara-conference.htm|

Future ARA conferences will include
more workshop sessions so if there is a
topic that you would like to discuss then
the conference committee would be
very happy to hear from you.

A range of Scottish organisations represented on the SCA stand at the Information Marketplace
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