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WELCOME TO THE ISSUE (number 9)

Ly K2y2dz2NJ 2F {4 !'yRNBgQa 5lex LapoBiip YARQ:
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whisky or golf instantly spring to mind, and these symbols of our traditions and heritage ought
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rary authors and advanced internet resources, to cutting edge conservation techniques, the
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the future.

Through special features, and our regular contributiodBmadsheetaims to highlight these
achievements. Issue 9 also presents a new regular section that aims to emphasise the diverse
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As ever, we hope you enjoy the issue and continue to get in touch with your news and activi-
ties from across Scotland.
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UKworking in an environment of rapid change with increasingly limited resoufgethe sixteenth annual Public Ser-
vices Quality Group forum at The National Archives on the 2 November 2011, presenters shared fresh perspectives al
their experiences of tackling the ongoing challenge of striving for a top quality service in uncertain times.

A key message emerged from the six main presentations: seize opportunities to be proactive to change. Malcolm Todd
The National Archives began by explaining that although the current political environment has required a review of the
objectives ofArchives for the Z1Century working to ensure the sustainability, popularity and relevance of archives re-
mains an important focus. While Dr. Sarah Horton and Mary Ellis of CyMAL and Elizabeth Oglmoveowdiscussed the
benefits of using practical tools for service development in a changing environment, on a different yet related note, Lizz
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Sue Thiedeman of the London Cultural Improvement programme encouraged the sector to continue to learn from those
who had successfully adapted to organisational change and resource limitatmesher central theme of the day. Dr.
Deborah Jenkins of the London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) spoke about shared services antbtagiao of collec-

tions within LMA. Although Dr. Jenkins endorsed the benefits of shared services in some circumstances, in the case
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Anna Siddall was also able to pass along encouraging news on the progress of an Accreditation Standard for Archiv
including the confirmation of its pilot in 2012. There was also an opportunity to hear updates on PSQG initiatives, includ
ing the Archive Pace Setters Award and Security and Access and Surveys.

For further information please visitww.archives.org.uk/lateshews/redefiningguality.html
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Converting prized components of a collectio§
into digital assets is by no means a recent ag
RAGA2Y G2 GKS KSNAGL
It is however one which invariably brings wit
it limited experience of the potential pitfalls
until they arrive with a virtual thud on an un-
suspecting iAtray.

My predecessors had the foresight to begi§
digitising our historic photograph collectionf
almost at the very onset of the internet ex-§
plosion, so that by the turn of the millennium,
literally thousands of images had bee
scanned and indexed. The dream of a di
tised collection was fast becoming reality.

However, while colleagues were busy sca
ning and indexing the world had also bee
busy producing han¢held devices with previ-
ously unimaginable computing power. Thg
standards by which digital assets were meag
ured had also changed, so much so that o
early lead in the digital race had morpheg
into something of a disadvantage leaving u
with thousands of images scanned to a res@
lution well below industry standards, with
index records held in formats no longe
widely used. When a new digital strateg
called for a fresh look at our assets the sca e AR ;
of our virtual shortcomings became apparent ByJDAVl BAYIN N
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With the need for a fresh programme of re

scanning it seemedcontinued on next page) Local Studies Librariaf;¥Aberdeen Cflty Libraries



unavoidable that the early output would be consigned to th
scrap heap. However, our huge collections of seemingly use
scans were saved from the recycle bin thanks to the developm
of a new web resourceThe Silver City VaultOur tiny images be
came prime candidates to be uploaded as thumbnails. Amon A
others, lists of obituaries, marriages and paupers were converi &
from a variety of electronic formats into one comprehensive Lot
Studies index of over 50,000 searchable records on a single

platform. Over a month since the Vault launched and succesg:
assured with thousands of hits from all over the world.

In additionto the oldwari A YS | R3S 2F Wgl
Aberdeen experience also testifies to the fact that knowledge a
skills gained from an early start can be preferable to perpetu
postponement; awaiting handwritten directions to an evel
changing route is no real option. While the approach of the me;
phorical hare in the digital race had given us a large quantity :
imperfect stock, the approach of the tortoise would have seen | : B o
still waiting at the start line wondering exactly which way to heac
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http://www.silvercityvault.org.uk/
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As an academic based at the London School of Econom-

ics, Richard Fl ei schmano skeepiegs e ar
practices resulted in a thorough understanding of the Car-

ron Company records.

| have visited the Carron archives many times, from 1990
through two decades. Whereas my first visit was a solo
venture, | subsequently introduced fellow academics and
colleagues to the wonderful archive that has been so in-
strumental in the rehabilitation of British Industrial Revolu-
tion cost accounting.

My main focus was on costing methodology as distinct
from financial reporting and the Carron records served me
wel | . However, | soo/n’ became
agement extended into the financial area as well, specifi-

cally with the integration of the financial and costing re-
cords and the application of sophisticated double -entry
book -keeping at a very early date. The conservation of the
records was vital to that endeavor.

Now retired, | may not be visiting again, but | trust that fu-
ture scholars will benefit from what you have done.




Shortbread, bagpipes, cas-  SYMBOLS OF SCOTLAND

tles, Robert Burns ... the list
of iconic Scottish symbolsis  Documenting our National Memory
seemingly endless. Each
one has a story or a myth,
and represents a part of
our national history and SYMBOLS DEAR TO SCOTLAND
heritage i a heritage that is
rightly and proudly cele-

brated around the world,

never more so than on St
Andrewds Day.

If tartan, whisky or golf
symbolise some of the as-
pects that make Scotland
unique, then surely the in-
valuable contribution of our
archives and the profes-
sionals dedicated to pre-
serving and documenting
our Onational
be acknowledged and

celebrated.

THE DRINK: Whisky
Broadsheet certainly be- Diageo Archive
lieves so and in honour of
our national day we bring Scotch whisky was first mentioned in
you some 0Symbol sthed&Ekche§ueroRolls in 1494 as aquavi-
| and?éo, court esy tad ortliewater o life: Ever since then
chive and records man- the whisky industry has played a major
agement professionals. LI NI Ay {O020flyRQa K

At the Diageo Archive, we have re-
Scots Wha Hae...! corded the history of some of Scot-
flryRQa 2fRS&ad RAAGAC
the 18" century, the history of the
/ _ of SYRSNRa NIz GKS
 THE FLOWER: Thistle the stories of many great Scotch whisky
Royal Botanic Garden houses.
Edinburgh Archive
_ Today whisky is synonymous with Scot-
Taken from a variety of Victorian wa-  |and and we collect records from coun-
,tercolours in the collection of the GNASAa ff 20SNJ GKS
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh Ar-  joyed. This success dates back to the
chive. whisky boom in the late 9 century
. when companies began to export their
N 4 This specific example features the  whiskies to all parts of the globe creat-
Milk Thistle, the Marsh Thistle, and ing a new, global generation of con-
the Field Thistle. By 'C.C.P." (possibly noisseurs.
Charlotte Cowan Pearson) and dated

to July 1866. Advertising from the 20 century
shows how much Scotland and Scottish
- www.rbge.org.uk/science/librargnd history have continuously been used to

-archives market whisky.
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THE FOOD: Haggis
National Records of Scotland
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Source and Copyright: Crown Copyright,

THE SPORT: Golf
Victoria Brown, SCA

Edinburgh City Archives holds probably one of
GKS TFTANBG S6NRGOStyead SG 2
OASYld FyR KSI f {KThated
7™ March 1744, these rules were recorded
well before the highest authority in golf was
established, the Royal and Ancient (1754).

Golf is one of the most popular and revered sports in the world. Its
origins continue to be debated, but the sport remains synonymous
with Scotland. Indeed, during the middle ages Scottish shepherds
played a similar game involving stones and rabbit holes! By 1457
the sport had become so popular that King James Il banned it, be-
lieving that it distracted from archery practice.
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2 Fgendlemen of honour skillfull in the ancient and healthfull Exer-

National Records of Scotland (BR/ cise ofthe Goif (12 S&dl ofA&dK NHzZ Sa F2NJ
HOT/4/134 British Railways Collection) played on the Links of Leith.
WWW.Nas.qov.uk http://lothianlives.org.uk/?p=1032
THE (OTHER) DRINK: Beer THE CLOTHTartan
Scottish Brewing Archive, Scottish Register of Tartans
University of Glasgow Archive
Services
When thinking about symbols of Scot-
land, drinks are never far from the
top of the list. Whisky may spring to
mind first, but beer should not be
overlooked. Scotland has been pro-
ducing (and consuming!) beer in all its
forms for many centuries, and these
Scottish products have been exported
worldwide for over 200 years.
Within the ledgers, registers, photographs, cans and bottles of the
Scottish Brewing Archive, the breadth and depth of our brewing
heritage can be explored. With around 120 breweries at the start
of the nineteenth century, Scotland clearly took its beer seriously,
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brands developed much of their marketing around images of Scot-
land¢, 2 dzy 3SNRA GAGK CIFGKSNI 2AfEALFY Ay KAA Ol NGy GNBY
YR GKSANI { O200K !1t£S8Sax FyR ¢SyySyidod sA0GK tALISNI 9E
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Lager Lovelies, an iconic Scottish brand. So, whatever your taste,
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http://www.archives.gla.ac.uk/sba/default.html




