
BROADSHEET 

News Review from  

Issue 4 June/July 2011  

THE SCOTTISH  COUNCIL  ON  ARCHIVES 



Summer is here (apparently), and so is the June/July edition of Broadsheet, the monthly news re-

view from the Scottish Council on Archives. 

The collections held by Scottish archives are internationally renowned. So it is only right that no 

fewer than four have been honoured with the UNESCO Memory of the World status. In celebration 

of the fact, Issue 4 takes a closer look. Of course, you will also find the regular round-up of news, 

events and interviews from across Scotland and beyond.  

As always, thank you for taking the time to browse through these pages and for getting involved. 
Enjoy the Issue! 

The Editorial Team .. 

Welcome to the Issue  

(number 4.)  

4 

7 8 

5 6 

9 



Edinburgh is arguably one of 

the most beautiful, historic, 

exciting and charismatic cities 

in the World (the SCA office is 

on Princes Street so perhaps 

we are a little biased!). With 

the buzz of the festival, August 

is one of the best times of the 

year to visit and now you have 

the perfect excuse ς from the 

31st August to the 2nd Septem-

ber 2011 the Archives and Re-

ŎƻǊŘǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ŏƻƴπ

ference is coming to town. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ Ψ!ŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ 

for Archives and Records: The 

Impact of the Profession in the 

нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

have the chance to discuss how 

best to advocate and how best 

to speak up for what we do.  

άWhile the current economic 

and technological climate might 

seem to pose threats to archives 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

consider what unique profes-

sional and technical skills we 

have and how we can use these 

Cover Image  

ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

about why archives and records 

matter and will continue to 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ 

we can work in, and for, organi-

ǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦΦΦέ (Caroline 

Brown, Chair of the ARA Confer-

ence Committee) 

Speakers will include represen-

tatives from the UK, France, 

Australia and America. There 

will be a distinctly Scottish feel 

(tartan and shortbread op-

tional!) as the conference will 

Oval Dyeing Machine, 1927  

 

Source: Perth and Kinross 

Council Archive (Reference: 

MS6-NEG11-1) 

 

 

The Oval Dyeing Machine 

was manufactured by David 

Gorrie and Son, boilermak-

ers and coppersmiths, in 

Perth. 

 

 

Links and further information:  

 

www.flickr.com/photos/

pkcarchive/   

 

www.pkc.gov.uk/archives  
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Archives and Records Association Bound for Scotland  

be examining the groundbreak-

ing Public Records (Scotland) 

Act, exploring projects being run 

by the SCA on retention sched-

uling, quality assessment and 

archive advocacy and aware-

ness, and the opportunity to 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

wonderful collections. 

 

For further details and how to 

book: 

www.archives.org.uk 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/pkcarchive/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pkcarchive/
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/archives
http://www.archives.org.uk/


John Murray Archive  
 

Over seven generations the London based John Murray publishing house maintained an un-

precedented independence and built a reputation for publishing some of the greatest authors 

and most culturally significant works. From 1768 until the early twenty-first century the 

Murrays published almost every genre and format of literature: books, newspapers, navy 

lists, tourist guides, journals and magazines, with works of archaeology, architecture, art, 

biography, cookery, exploration, fiction, history, medicine, philosophy, poetry, politics, sci-

ence and travel. 

Of the thousands of Murray authors many were amongst the most influential people and 

authors of their age and are still much read, admired and studied today. For example poets 

and novelists published by Murray included Lord Byron, Sir Walter Scott, Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle and Jane Austen, politicians like William Gladstone and Sir Robert Peel, scientists such 

as Charles Darwin and Sir Charles Lyell, along with travellers and explorers like Isabella Bird 

and David Livingstone. 

In addition to publishing individual authors the Murrays were noted for their series and peri-

odicals. They established the long running political and literary periodical the Quarterly Re-

view (1809-1967) and innovated with the first successful modern tourist guidebooks with 

aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎ series. 

The extensive business, literary and personal papers in the John Murray Archive are supple-

mented by other important collections; the records of late eighteenth century Edinburgh 

bookseller Charles Elliot and of the London publishing house of Smith, Elder and Company 

which was acquired by John Murray in 1917. There are also the papers of the poet Lord 

Byron, which include the majority of his manuscripts, correspondence, legal, financial and 

personal papers.  

Taken together these elements of the John Murray Archive represent an outstanding collec-

tion of rich and diverse literary, cultural and publishing documentary heritage. 

For further information please visit http://digital.nls.uk/jma/ 

UNESCO 
Honours Scottish Archives  
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Register is a catalogue of docu-

mentary heritage of global sig-

nificance and outstanding uni-

versal value. The project aims to 

highlight that documentary heri-

tage which holds special cultural 

importance, helping to raise 

awareness of some of these ex-

ceptional riches by awarding 

them with the globally -

recognized Memory of the 

World status.  

 

On 23 May 2011 twenty items 

and collections became the 

second round of inscriptions to 

the UK Register, and four Scottish 

archives have been honoured 

by UNESCO; the John Murray 

Archive, the Bank of Scotland 

Archive, Lothian Health Services 

Archive, and the Royal Bank of 

Scotland Group Archives.  

 

Broadsheet  and the Scottish 

Council on Archives would like 

to congratulate all four organi-

sations and dedicate these 

pages to taking a closer look at 

their remarkable collections . . .  

Reproduced by kind 

permission of the John 

Murray Archive © 2011  


